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Enhancing Data Literacy Among Youth 

and Society: A Key to Future Success 

Written by: Wahidah binti Mohd Zain 

In an era where data drives decision-

making and innovation, data literacy has 

become an essential skill for the modern 

workforce. For Malaysia, cultivating data 

literacy among youth and society is crucial 

for thriving in the digital age. This article 

explores the significance of data literacy 

and the steps needed to enhance it. 

Data literacy, the ability to read, 

understand, and use data effectively, is 

increasingly vital. In Malaysia, the demand 

for data skills is rising rapidly. According to 

the Malaysia Digital Economy Blueprint 

2021, developing a digitally skilled 

workforce is a top priority to boost 

productivity and innovation. Data literacy is 

at the heart of this transformation. 

Recent statistics shed light on the current 

landscape of data literacy in Malaysia. The 

KPMG Malaysia 2023 report reveals that 

61% of Malaysian business leaders see a 

significant skills gap among graduates, 

particularly in data analytics. This gap 

underscores the need for enhanced data 

education. 

Moreover, the JobStreet Malaysia 2023 

survey indicates a 15% annual increase in 

data-related job postings, reflecting the 

growing importance of data skills in the job 

market. However, the Malaysia Digital 

Economy Corporation (MDEC) reports that 

only about 25% of Malaysian workers 

possess advanced data skills, highlighting 

a critical area for improvement. 

To address these challenges, the 

Malaysian government has launched 

initiatives like MyDigital 2022, which aims 

to transform Malaysia into a leading digital 

economy hub. Part of this initiative includes 

enhancing data literacy through targeted 

training programs and educational reforms. 

Educational institutions are gradually 

integrating data literacy into their curricula. 

However, as noted by the KPMG Malaysia 

report, there is still a need for more 

comprehensive data training in higher 

education to better prepare graduates for 

the evolving job market. 

Introducing data literacy early in education 

is crucial. Schools and universities should 

incorporate data-related topics into their 

programs, starting with basic data 

interpretation in primary education and 

advancing to complex analytics in higher 

education. 

Interactive tools and resources can make 

learning data skills engaging. Platforms 

such as Google Sheets and data 

visualization software offer practical 

learning experiences. Moreover, project-

based learning can help students apply 

their data skills to real-world scenarios, 

bridging the gap between theory and 

practice. 

Businesses also play a pivotal role in 

advancing data literacy. According to a 

PWC Malaysia 2023 survey, 70% of 
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Malaysian companies are investing in data 

analytics tools and training. This 

investment not only boosts organizational 

performance but also highlights the 

importance of data skills for career 

development. 

Community-based workshops and online 

courses can provide additional learning 

opportunities. Public awareness 

campaigns can emphasize the importance 

of data literacy and encourage individuals 

to seek out training and resources. 

As Malaysia continues its digital 

transformation, enhancing data literacy 

across society is essential. By integrating 

data skills into education, investing in 

training, and fostering public awareness, 

Malaysia can build a more informed and 

capable workforce. 

Data literacy is not just a technical skill but 

a fundamental competency that empowers 

individuals to make informed decisions and 

drive innovation. As we move forward, 

prioritizing data literacy will be key to 

unlocking new opportunities and achieving 

sustainable growth in the digital economy. 

 

Figure 1: Data literacy for all (SOURCE: 

https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-

vectors/data-literacy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




