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ABSTRACT 

SONGKET PRODUCTION 
USING MODIFIED JACQUARD TECHNIQUE 

This project attempt to develop a new technique which apply jacquard concept on 
songket weaving. The purpose is to make songket weaving easier to understand. 
AVL fly-shuttle handloom was modified for this project. The modified jacquard 
technique is done by making specially heald wires. Since a float of gold coloured 
thread can be controlled as a group, (5/1) or tekat 5 it can be controlled just using 
one heald. Therefore a special heal for this was developed and to be controlled 
using strings and pulleys. A total of 45 strings were set up which can control a total 
of 6 x 45 ends and this would provide sufficient design size of a songket. 
Traditionally, Malay weavers used traditional handloom and the pattern directly 
prepared on the warp threads before songket is woven. In this project, the patterns 
is read from the paper pattern and weave according to the selected numbers for 
lifting of gold coloured weft on the pattern. The songket was woven using tekat 5. 
The shedding of warp is by pulling down the strings. The songket is woven faced 
down. Three songket patterns were successfully woven using this technique. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

Songket is one of the most distinguished Malay inheritances, which has been 

passed down one generation to another. It is very high quality and concedes by all 

societies in Asia. It is a proud legacy of the Kelantan and Petani Courts, dubbed as 

Malaysian's "gold cloth" (1). 

Songket is a traditional Malaysian hand-woven fabric. The Malay women in 

the northeastern coast of the Malay Peninsula and in Sarawak, East Malaysia, 

weave it on two-pedal floor looms. Traditionally, the fabric was woven using silk. 

However, when silk become scare and expensive cotton was used to supplement or 

as a substitute. In modem times, polyester yarn is popularly used for weaving low 

cost songket (1). 
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