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INTRODUCTION 

This project paper aims to study the growth ~-J 
changes in the legal system of the jtate of Penang . 

It covers the period from 1786 till 1957 . The project 

paper is presented in 5 chapters excluding introduction 

and the conclusion. 

The objective of this study is to the trace the 

various stages of political status that Penang had 

undergone and to consider whether these has affected 

the legal system in· Penang from time to time . 

Chapter 1 provides the historical background 

to the coming of the British in Penang . In this 

chapter, the writer will expain how Penang was obtained 

from the Sultan of Kedah, the terms of the Treaty and 

the 1 ex 1 o c i of Pe n a n g a t th a t a n cl t h e l e )( 1 e-e • - 0 f 

Pcnang ut tha~ time . 

Chapter 2, will deal with the administration of 

Penang from 1786 till 1807. It will discuss how Francis 

Light administer Penang, his principle and procedure, 

types of cases that had been dealtf with, the formation 

of courts and their jurisdiction . 
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CHAPTER 1 

Arrival Of The English In Penang 

England, like other European countries such as 

Portugal and Netherlands , wanted to monopolise trade 

in the Eas t . Thus, in 1600, a royal cha rt er was gran ted 

to establish a company called th e English Eas t Indi a 

~ompany , which based in India . The main purpose of th e 

company was for trade but the company also carried out 

func ti ons which cove r ed military, poli tic s , law and 

adminis trati on . 

The English East India Gompany sen t a few expedi ti ons 

to seek for a new area which was s ituat ed on the trade 
.e,,xp...e..J-.'~ . .-n ~ 

route of India-China . In August 1771 the ex~c~a tion 

headed by iaptain Francis Light stopped a t Acheh and 

Kedah . The Sultan of Kedah th en, offered Kuala Kedah 

to the British but on t erms t hat the Bri ti sh must assist 

Kedah t o figh t agains t Selangor . 

Francis Light wrote a letter to the Englis h Eas t 

India ~ompany about the offer . In his letter, he 

explained that the Sultan of Kedah had ag r eed to give 

permission t o the British to occupy a stretch of land 

that consist of Kuala Kedah, the southe r n part of ~edah 
.... 
and Penang Island . This was subject t o the condition 
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