The Development of The Legal System
In Penang From 1786 Till 1957

By
AIDA BT MD. YUSUFF

Submitted in Partial Fulfilment
Of The Requirement For The

DIPLOMA IN LAW

At The

MARA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Shah Alam, Selangor

April, 1984



Acknowledgement

I wish to exbress my deepest gratitude
and sincere thanks to my supervisor,
Puan Sue Valquis for the continuous
assistance and guidance in completing

this project paper.

I am greatly indebted to Arkib Negara
for allowing me to do my research

here.

The preparation and completion of this
dessertation would not have been made
possible without the cooperation

and assistance from the following

persons:

i) Encik Khalid Yusof - Course Tutor DIL
ii) Encik C.M. Ramli Al-Haj, PJM,
JP-Assistant District Commissioner

iii) Cik Zaharah bt. Hussain

iv) Pn. Siti Engaisah Hj.Omar

And finally I wish to extend my sincere
thanks to all my friends who gave moral
support and help me to complete this
project paper.

MARA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR AIDA MD YUSUFF



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgment

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 : Arrival of British in
Penang.
Chapter 2 : Administration of Penang

1786 Till 1807,

Chapter 3 : Administration From 1st
Charter Of Justice Till
1941.

Chapter &4 : The Japanese Occupation.

Chapter 5 : British Administration

From 1945 Till Indepen-
dence In 1957.

Conclusion

Bibliography

_ii_

Page

12

29

41

56

63

s

11

28

40

55

62

65



INTRODUCTION

This project paper aims to study the growth AMWJ
changes in the legal system of the State of Penang.
It covers the period from 1786 till 1957. The project
paper is presented in 5 chapters excluding introduction

and the conclusion.

The objective of this study is to the trace the
various stages of political status that Penang had
undergone and to consider whether these has affected

the legal system in Penang from time to time.

Chapter 1 provides the historical background
to the coming of the British in Penang. In this
chapter, the writer will expain how Penang was obtained
from the Sultan of Kedah, the terms of the Treaty and

the lex loci of Penang at that and—the—tex—leei-of

Penanp—at—that time.

Chapter 2, will deal with the administration of
Penang from 1786 till 1807. It will discuss how Francis
Light administer'Peﬁang, his principle and procedure,
types of cases that had been dealthp with, the formation

of courts and their jurisdiction.



CHAPTER 1

Arrival Of The English In Penang

England, like other European countries such as
Portugal and Netherlands, wanted to monopolise trade
in the East. Thus, in 1600, a royal charter was granted
to establish a company called the English East India
6ompany, which based in India. The main purpose of the
company was for trade but the company also carried out
functions which covered military, politics, law and

administration.

The English East India Gompany sent a few expeditions
to seek for a new area which was situated on the trade
LXi:JW+f°“
route of India-China. In August 1771 the expectation
headed by‘%aptain Francis Light stopped at Acheh and
Kedah. The Sultan of Kedah then, offered Kuala Kedah

to the British but on terms that the British must assist

Kedah to fight against Selangor.

Francis Light wrote a letter to the English East
India %bmpany aboﬁt the offer. In his letter, he
explained that the Sultan of Kedah had agreed to give
permission to the British to occupy a stretch of land
that consist of Kuala Kedah, the southern part of Kedah

;nd-Penang Island. This was subject to the condition





