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Alhamdulillah a class project of poetry writing with two groups of optimistic
students have been realized. A beautiful compilation of poems by students
from both classes have been produced at the end of the semester. As a class
lecturer, I am very proud of the students’ enthusiasm in the project. I
encouraged my learners to be creative in expressing their thoughts and
feelings with words. I included creative writing in my language teaching
practices due to several reason which is firstly creative writing aids language
development at the level of grammar, vocabulary, and discourse and secondly
creative writing fosters ‘playfulness’, which encourages learners to play
creatively with the language, to explore the language and discover things not
only about the language but about themselves. ‘writing poetry, which
involves the full personality of the individual, is first and foremost, a
‘playful’ activity’. Once students explore poetic language, they can gain
useful ideas for creative writing. In this respect, writing poetry can be a
significant stimulation for students’ creativity.
In the class project, students write poems using the poetry prompts given. The
activities with poetry prompts develop learner's independence and confidence
to read aloud, perform, write, and experiment with language. Besides the
benefits that are meaningful on a more personal level such as emotional and
intellectual, poetry prompts assist learners to practice for strengthening one’s
writing skills excellently. Through poetry writing, one’s gain command of
language, cultivate a robust and expressive vocabulary, master literary
devices, and learn to work in imagery.
Writing is a therapeutic process that can turn a bad day into a good one.
When a poem is written, it results in a sense of accomplishment and pride
which in turn increases self-confidence. I am glad to say that students who
participated in the project, had benefit from the activities with poetry prompts
because it adds a new and unexpected dimension to their studies.

Madam Hajah Sharina Saad
Senior Lecturer
Academy of Language Studies
Universiti Teknologi MARA Kedah
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PrOmpt 5: Write a pOem abOut yOur first lOve.

To My Best Friend
Written By Nurulin

Wewalk left and right,
Up and down,

In a big or small town,

I get tired easily when i walk,
But it’s weird,

Walking with you is fun.

This might all drift apart,

We will walk through different paths, We
will have our own start,

And each having our own plans.

So why don’t we go,

A place where time can be slow,
A memory not too long

And somewhere only we
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