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ABSTRACT

Assessment plays a major role in an education system. In order to equip our students
in this competitive global environment, School Based Assessment was implemented
to improve education system in Malaysia which had been centralised and summative
in nature.. This study investigated the assessment methods used by Level One ESL
teachers in Samarahan District and explored the reasons for using those assessment
methods. This mixed-method study utilized multistage random sampling Data was
collected using Assessment Preference Inventory by Zhang & Burry-Stock (2003)
from 103 respondents and 44 respondents were interviewed . Findings showed that
Level One ESL teachers used all assessment methods in their classrooms namely
Performance Assessment, Standardized Testing, Paper-pencil Test. Communicating
Assessment Results and Non-achievement Based Grading. Besides. the findings
showed that teachers used different types of assessment methods in their classrooms
because of many reasons such as policy, class size and feedback. The findings had
contributed information on how school based assessment was conducted in ESL
classrooms in Samarahan district.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Assessment is one of the crucial parts in an education system. Information from
assessments shows the students” achievement and performance (Chan & Sidhu, 2012).
Besides, it plays crucial role in decision-making in the classrooms (Gonzales &
Aliponga, 2012). In Malaysia, assessment is often misinterpreted as testing which had
been centralised and summative in nature (Chan & Sidhu, 2012) but assessment is
more than testing (Miller et al., 2013). Thus, School Based Assessment has been
introduced in 2010 as a catalyst for education reform and to equip students with the
21% century learning skills. Besides, this move has introduced authentic alternative

forms of assessment into classrooms which are continuous and formative in nature.

This study attempts to explore the assessment methods used by the Level One ESL
teachers in Samarahan district and their reasons for using those methods. This study
focuses on the classroom assessment methods since the implementation of School

Based Assessment.

In this chapter, background of the study, statement of the problem, the research
questions, the purpose and the significance of the study were presented. Furthermore,
limitation of the study and the key definition of the key terms were also clarified in

this chapter.

12 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Education is the backbone of development of a country. Malaysia had gone

tremendous change and improvement in our education quality in concurrence to equip



