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ABSTRACT

Due to the fact that the technology and communications have evolved over time
from a good to better, most children nowadays are much more advanced
compared to children in 10 years back. More gadgets have been invented and
most of the technologies are much more friendly-user and also easy to be used.
That is why, we can always see, most children of the age of 10, can use internet,
sometimes, better than us adults. It is always agreed that the internet has affected
not only adults and adolescents but also children. The effects comprise of
negatives and also positives. It is in fact true that the existence of a few Acts in
Malaysia, help to protect the children, but, we also realised on the sufficiency and
adequacy of such protections that can actually protect this children. Acts like
Penal Code, Federal Constitution, and Communications and Multimedia Act are
among the acts that insert in some protection with regards to children. However,
our scope focuses more to protection of children with regards to electronic media.
This is again, due to the fact that electronic media has become among the fastest
advancement in the world.

Therefore, our group has come out with a project paper that concerns on
protection on children with regards to electronic media. We analyse on the issues
pertaining to the adequacy of the acts stated above as to how far those have
protected the children in our country. Besides that, we also compare to other four
advanced countries like India, Singapore, United States of America and United
Kingdom. We also conduct interviews to experts in order to gain more
information and also to get their opinions on selected sub-topics.

Last but not least, we ended this project paper by listing a few recommendations
and also conclusion on our topic which is protection on children with regards to

electronic media.

i



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgement 1
Abstract iii
Contentsiv

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction 1

1.1 Literature Review 4

1.2 Problem Statement 11
1.3 Objective of Study 14
1.4  Methodology 15
1.5 Limitations of The Research 15
1.6 Significance of The Study 16

CHAPTER TWO: ANALYSIS OF LEGAL FRAMEWORKS
GOVERNING ELECTRONIC MEDIA AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

2.1 Introduction 18
2.2 United States 19
2.3 United Kingdom 21
2.4  India 23
2.5  Singapore 25

CHAPTER THREE: LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN MALAYSIA

3.1 Introduction 29
3.2 Definition of “Child” under Child Act 2001 30
33 Freedom of Speech and Right to Education under 32
Federal Constitution
3.4 Provisions under the Penal Code 34
3.5 The laws of electronic media content in Malaysia 35
3.6 Threats of electronic media towards children in Malaysia 37
3.7 Liabilities of Parents 39

CHAPTER FOUR: RESEARCH FINDING

4.1 Introduction 40
4.2 ‘Definition of Electronic Media 40

Y



43
4.4
45

4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9

Definition of Child under Acts in Malaysia 41
Freedom of Speech for Children 41
Matters cover specifically on Children in

Communication and Multimedia Act 1998

Children in Advertisement 43
Sufficiency and Adequacy of Content Code 43

Self Regulation System 44
Punishment 45

CHAPTER FIVE: RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION

5.1 Introduction 47
5.2 Review the Loopholes CMA 1998 Regarding Its Sanctions 47
5.3  Creates Public Organisation that Protects Children from

Television Threat 48
5.4  Expand the Jurisdiction of Courts In Malaysia 49
5.5  Extent the Existing Provisions in Penal Code and CMA 1998

Specifically to Children 50
5.6  Conclusion 50
Appendices

Appendix 1 : Interview Questions
Appendix 2 : Statutes



