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Abstract 

Due to the rapid changes of technology, there are so many thing had been invented 
including blog or weblog. People can use this Internet medium to post their views, 
pictures and even put comments on it. However, blogging also has its advantages 
where it may contribute to a legal problem such as defamation, sedition, trademark 
and copyright infringement. The laws are available to govern this problem but it 
seems like the laws are not being enforced effectively and comprehensively. This 
study sets out to investigate the effectiveness and comprehensiveness of enforcement 
of existing laws on blogging such as the Communication Multimedia Act 1998, 
Defamation Act 1957, Sedition Act 1948 and Copyright Act 1987. This is due to the 
fact that there are problems in enforcing the existing laws in an effective manner. 
The existing laws are suitable in governing the legal problem when blogging but 
there is a need for improvement to cater for cyberspace environment so as to ensure 
the effective enforcement of the laws in Malaysia. 

iii 



Acknowledgment 

This research project has been carried out by a team which has included Abdul Hadi 
bin Omar, Kamarul Azuan bin Kamis, Fatimahtul Zahrah bt Zulkefly, Nabilah Huda 
bt Mustafa, and Nuradila bt Che Alias. First and foremost we thank to God for 
blessing us with good health and condition during the study. Besides, we would like 
to thank our parents for their supports and understanding during the conduct of this 
research. They have been the most helpful in proving us with all necessaries and 
whatever we need. Lastly, abundance of thanks to Pn Sheela A/P Jayabalan for her 
meticulous effort in assisting and guiding us throughout the making of this study. 
She has done a lot in providing us with the right guideline and assisting us to produce 
a good research. We have come very far in the few weeks we have been under her 
supervision. 

Abundance of thanks. 

ii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1.0 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
1.5 
1.6 
1.7 
1.8 

Introduction 
Background of the Study 
Problem Statement 
Objectives 
Methodology 
Scope and limitation 
Significance of the study 
Provisional Plan of Research 
Conclusion 

Acknowledgements ii 
Abstract iii 
Contents iv 
List of statutes and cases vi 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH 

1 
1 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 

CHAPTER TWO: THE NEEDS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ON 
BLOGGING 

2.0 Introduction 7 
2.1 Origin of Weblog or Blog 7 
2.2 The legal problems arising when blogging 9 

2.2.1 Defamation 9 
2.2.2 Sedition 11 
2.2.3 Copyright and Trademark Infringement 12 

2.3 Contributing factors to ineffective and incomprehensive enforcement of 
laws on blogging 12 
2.3.1 Freedom of speech 13 
2.3.2 Censorship 16 
2.3.3 The needs for specific law on blogging 18 
2.3.4 The absence of subject matters in the existing laws on blogging 19 

2.4 Conclusion 20 

CHAPTER THREE : LAWS GOVERNING THE ACTIVITIES OF 
BLOGGERS IN MALAYSIA 

3.0 Introduction 21 
3.1 Malaysian Communication and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) 21 
3.2 Communication Multimedia Act 1998 22 

3.2.1 Comments on statutory provision of Communication Multimedia 
Act 1998 27 

iv 



3.3 Sedition Act 1948 28 
3.3.1 Comments on statutory provision of Sedition Act 1948 33 

3.4 Defamation Act 1957 34 
3.4.1 Comments on statutory provision of Defamation Act. 37 

3.5 Copyright Act 1987 38 
3.5.1 Comments on statutory provision of Copyright Act 1987 41 

3.6 Conclusion 42 

CHAPTER FOUR : LAWS GOVERNING ACTIVITIES OF BLOGGERS IN 
SINGAPORE 

4.0 Introduction 43 
4.1 Internet governance in Singapore 43 
4.2 Sedition Act 1948 47 

4.2.1 Comments on the statutory provision of the Sedition Act 49 
4.3 Defamation Act 50 

4.3.1 Comments on Defamation Act 53 
4.4 Copyright Act 1987 54 

4.4.1 Comments on statutory provision of Copyright Act 1987 57 
4.5 Conclusion 57 

CHAPTER FIVE: COMPARISON BETWEEN THE EXISTING LAWS IN 
MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE 

5.0 Introduction 58 
5.1 Comparison between Malaysian Defamation law and Singaporean 

Defamation law 5 8 
5.2 Comparison between Malaysian Sedition law and Singaporean 

Sedition law 60 
5.3 Comparison between Malaysia Copyright law and Singapore 

Copyright law 60 
5.4 Comparison on Internet governance between Malaysia and Singapore 62 
5.5 Conclusion 65 

CHAPTER SIX: CONCLUDING REMARKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.0 Introduction 66 
6.1 Research Findings 66 
6.2 Recommendations 69 
6.3 Conclusion 70 
Bibliography 71 
Appendix 1 : Interview Questions 78 

v 


