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ABSTRACT 

This research discusses and analysed generally the Personal Data Protection Act 

2010 (PDPA). The Act itself and its enforcement are compared with the Data 

Protection Act 1998 in United Kingdom (UK) and European Union Directive. 

Parliament of Malaysia has passed the PDPA with the objective to protect the 

personal data of individuals with respect to commercial transactions and is applicable 

to all businesses in the private sector in commercial transactions. The Act is still new 

in Malaysia and thus this is a research study to further determine the sufficiency and 

adequacy of the Act itself in upholding the protection of personal information in our 

country by comparing with the same act in UK and European Union Directive. At the 

end of the research, we have included few recommendations to be used for future 

reference. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This is a project paper on the topic of Personal Data Protection Act 2010 (PDPA). In Chapter 

1, we provide the introduction to the research which includes the research background, 

objectives, methodology, the scope and limitation, and our significant contribution. 

1.1 RESEARCH BACKGROUND 

Many countries have adopted or are in the process of promulgating privacy laws aimed at 

protecting their citizens from abuses of their personal information. In June 2010, the 

Parliament of Malaysia has passed the Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) with the 

objective to protect the personal data of individuals with respect to commercial transactions. 

The PDPA was passed by the Malaysian Parliament in May 2010 and received Royal Assent 

on 2nd June 2010. It will come into operation on a date to be appointed by the Minister of 

Information Communications and Culture by notification in the Gazette. 

The right to privacy is basically the right to be left alone and to live the private aspects of one's 

life without being subjected to unwarranted or undesired, publicity or public disclosure. It is 

also a right of an individual to seclude oneself or information about himself and thereby reveal 

himself selectively. 

Personal Data means any information in respect of commercial transactions that relates 

directly or indirectly to an individual, who is identified or identifiable from that information 

alone or with other information including any sensitive personal data and expression of 

opinion about the individual. Example of personal data is, name, address, 

1 


