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ABSTRACT

This research is conducted for the purpose of highlighting the issues and
problems concerning child marriage in Malaysia. Besides that, the research is also
conducted to analyze the law in Malaysia which is Law Reform (Marriage & Divorce)
Act 19 and international conventions regarding child marriage. Next, in this research
also analyze the perspective of international views by scrutinizing the examples from
other countries (Bangladesh, Nepal, India and United States of America). This research
is conducted through library research as primary and secondary sources as well as
online sources. This research is to provide guidelines, recommendations and
suggestions for the supplement to the existing law in Malaysia. Plus, this research is
- also to give a great impact for the protection for the rights and welfare of the children.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

Child marriage is a marriage of a child who did not attain the age of majority.
Under Law Reform (Marriage & Divorce) Act 1976, a female who is under eighteen 18
years old but above sixteen 16 years old, can marry after obtaining a special marriage

license granted by the Chief Minister."
1.1 Research Background

According to UNICEF, child marriage is defined as a formal marriage or
informal union before the age of 18.? Child marriage in our country is still being
practiced today.’ Even though it is an old custom, the fact that it still exist in our
country shows that there is no proper law to prevent it from happening. In our research,
we will try to analyze the laws that are available in our country and issues pertaining to

child marriage.

According to Marko Rankovic, statistics that has been drawn out by UNICEF
pertaining to child marriage, show that there are ten millions girls under the age of 18
marry each year, approximately 833,333 a month, whereby 192,307 a week, 27,397 a
day or around one girl every three seconds.’This significant figure involved child
marriage from all parts of the world. In third world countries such as Bangladesh,
India, Mali, Chad, Niger and Central Africa Republic (CAR), it was not surprise that

the rate of child marriage is 60% or more.’ Gender inequality is one of the factors

'"Law Reform (Marriage & Divorce) Act 1976
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