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ABSTRACT 

In Malaysia, beggars are governed by the Destitute Persons Act 1977. Nonetheless as 

the researchers further researched, there are other provisions governing the beggars 

but however the effectiveness of the provisions is not yet proven. The research 

conducted has detected several loopholes and weaknesses where the provisions are 

insufficient in combating the beggars. The research also has taken into account the 

view from the law enforcers that deal with these beggars on the practicality of the 

law. The research also has look into other countries such as Singapore, India and 

Philippines, regarding their law on beggars. The research has come out with a result 

that these countries have better enforcement and regulation in governing the beggars. 

It is the intention of the researchers to review the Destitute Persons Act 1977 by 

suggesting method or ways from other countries, which may help in preventing the 

problefm of begging. The research has suggested some ways in curbing and also 

preventing the problem from arisen. Along with that the researchers have suggested 

an amendment should be made to the Destitute Persons Act 1977. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.0 Introduction 

In this chapter, the researchers have selected a topic regarding beggars in Malaysia. This 

chapter would also reveal the researchers' concerns on the enforcement of the Destitute 

Persons Act 1977 as a legislation in maintaining public order in a society. Nonetheless, 

it is inevitable that a discussion on the obstacles that were encountered in terms of 

gathering information, analyzing the information obtained, and composing the results of 

the findings. 

1.1 Kesearcn Background 

Every problem that was faced seeks a solution. In this matter, the beggar question is no 

exception to this rule. While the beggar in Malaysia has always been an object of 

charitable devotion, the beggar problem as such has rarely been a subject of strict 

scientific inquiry. The researchers could not agree more that there have been a few local 

studies and regional studies on this matter but no explicit research has been directed on 

the problem in its wholeness and proper evaluation. Even though there is the Destitute 

Persons Act 1977, the Act itself contains numerous lacunas thus it is wise for the said 

Act to be critically studied and to suggest a few amendment to it. 

A destitute person based on the section 2 of Destitute Persons Act 19771 can be defined 

as "any person found begging in a public place in such a way as to cause or to be likely 

to cause annoyance to persons frequenting the place or otherwise to create a nuisance or 

any idle person found in a public place, whether or not he is begging, who has no visible 

means of subsistence or place of residence or is unable to give a satisfactory account of 

1 Refer appendix 1 
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