
UNIVERSITY TEKNOLOGI MARA 

PARENTS' EXPECTATIONS IN 
THEIR CHILD'S PRIVATE MUSIC 

LESSONS 

NADIRA ZULKIFLI 

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the 
requirements for the degree of 
Master of Music Education 

Faculty of Music, Music Education 

July 2013 



AUTHOR'S DECLARATION 

I declare that the work in this dissertation was carried out in accordance with the 

regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and is the results of my own 

work, unless otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This topic has 

not been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for 

any degree or qualification. 

In the event that my dissertation be found to violate the conditions mentioned above, 

I voluntarily waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree be subjected to the 

disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. 

Name of Candidate 

Candidate I.D. No. 

Programme 

Faculty 

Thesis Title 

Nadira Zulkifli 

2011490086 

Master of Music Education (Hons) 

Faculty of Music 

Parents' expectations in their child's private music 

lessons 

Signature of Candidate: 

Date July 2013 

11 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

This dissertation is the end of my journey in obtaining my Master. Alhamdulilah, all 

praises to Allah for the strength and His blessing in completing this dissertation. I am 

so blessed to have people around me who help me along the way. Thus, I would like 

to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to everyone who has contributed 

to the successful of my dissertation. 

First of all, I would like to give my sincere thanks to my supervisor, Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Ghaziah Mohd Ghazali for her patience, guidance, support, motivation, enthusiasm, 

immense knowledge and her precious time. I cannot imagine having a better advisor 

and supervisor throughout the duration of my study. Deepest thanks to my family 

members, especially to my mum. There is no suitable word to describe her 

unconditional love. Her constant support when I encountered laziness, frustration, 

difficulties, hardship, lack of motivation, and stress. She has been there for me, all 

the time. She is simply a perfect mother. Thank you mak. I would also like, to thank 

my sisters for their cheerful and encouragement, Nadia and Najwa. Their love 

supports without any complaints. Thank you too, to all my family members; they form 

the backbone and origin of my happiness. 

Last but not least, credit to my loved ones, sincere gratitude to my friends, private 

music centers and respondents for the support. Finally, deepest thanks to everyone 

who has given me support in order to make my dream come true. Thank you very 

much and Alhamdullilah. 

in 



ABSTRACT 

Parents have different educational believes and expectations when it comes to their 

children's education. The objective of this study is to identify the parents' reasons for 

enrolling their children in private music lessons, and their expectations and valuing 

towards private music lessons. The expectancy-value theory of motivation by Eccles 

et al. was used as the basis for investigation. Data was collected using a survey 

questionnaire from among 167 parents who enrolled their children in private music 

classes located in several areas of the Klang valley. 

Results show that the main parents' reason in enrolling their child in private music 

lessons is to provide their child with the enjoyment of playing a musical instrument 

and they were expecting that their child would have a balanced education when they 

enroll their child in private music lesson, in addition, between the three motivational 

constructs, parents in this study valued their child's music learning as usefulness than 

interest and importance. 
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