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This thesis critically studies Mat as an iconic animation Malaysian
character and how much the visual values (line and colour) being exploited
to establish its appearance. Mat from Lat the Kampung Boy is chosen to
be the subject of this study because of his presence and effectiveness in
his genre is well established. Because of visual appeal is very important
in creating a believable, strong and effective iconic character, this study
is about finding and determining what and how far visual elements can
be exploited to make a true iconic character. The visual investigations in
this thesis include: elements of design (line and colour) and Principles
of Animation (visual appeal and solid drawing). On top of from visual
elements, there are two other major influences affecting the development
of iconic characters; local and imported elements. These two influences
are going to be studied and addressed thoroughly as well. This thesis
employed a thorough analysis and qualitative methods to seek tangible
data and information that will help the visual establishment of iconic
character in Malaysian animation industry. The research findings from
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data collection and analysis were triangulated to corroborate both
analysis and qualitative research methods: the qualitative findings
were used to validate and explain further on the analysis. Based on
triangulation of the evidence from the thorough analysis findings
and the qualitative data analysis results, this research study proposes
a generalised idea of the effectiveness of visual appeal in Malaysian
iconic character. This thesis is concluded with detailed suggestions and
recommendations on creative ways to establish Malaysian contents and
approach in producing recognisable Malaysian iconic character whereby
the findings of this research suggested that elements of design (line
and colour), principles of animation (visual appeal and solid drawing),
local and foreign cultural influences as well as character archetypes,
storytelling and film language are the crucial elements in building and
establishing a strong and recognisable iconic character.





