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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to investigate the existence and the significance of Love of Learning
among high achievers at the International Education Centre (INTEC) through semi-guided
interview questions. Five respondents were interviewed to define the meanings attached to the
Love of Learning and their reasons for learning among high achievers, the
symptoms/characteristics and the significance of love of learning. The findings proved that high
achievers perceived that the Love of Learning exists among high achievers with the meanings
attached that are attachment to an outside object, intelligent care and concern for the subject,
humility/ selflessness, . longing for understanding, interest/ passion/enthusiasm, intrinsic
motivation/ autonomous learning and perseverance. The Love of Learning is perceived as
important to promote life-long learning, autonomous learning, and the joy of learning besides
ensuring the stability in life, improving the standard of living among the society within the
learning society and attaining success for personal achievement. This research is hoped to
contribute to the literature and ignite future researchers’ interest in the issue, Love of Learning.
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ABSTRAK

Kajian ini mengkaji kewujudan dan kepentingan “Cinta akan Pembelajaran” dalam kalangan
pelajar-pelajar berprestasi tinggi di International Education Centre (INTEC) melalui soalan-
soalan wawancara semi-manual. Lima responden diwawancara untuk memberi definisi kepada
makna “Cinta akan Pembelajaran”, sebab untuk belajar, ciri-ciri “Cinta akan Pembelajaran” dan
kepentingan “Cinta akan Pembelajaran.” Penemuan membuktikan bahawa pelajar-pelajar
tersebut memberi telah mendefinisikan bahawa “Cinta akan Pembelajaran” sebagai keterikatan
pelajar kepada objek luar, kasih dan kepedulian atas pembelajaran, tidak mementingkan diri,
keinginan untuk memahami,minat/keghairahan, motivasi dalaman/autonomi pembelajaran dan
ketekunan. “Cinta akan Pembelajaran” dianggap penting untuk meningkatkan pembelajaran
berterusan, autonomi dalam pembelajaran, dan kegembiraan dalam pembelajaran selain
memastikan kestabilan dalam kehidupan, meningkatkan taraf hidup di antara masyarakat di
dalam masyarakat belajar dan mencapai kejayaan untuk pencapaian peribadi. Penelitian ini
diharapkan dapat memberi sumbangan kepada literatur dan mencetuskan minat penyelidik masa
depan untuk mengkaji lebih dalam lagi tentang isu “Cinta akan Pembelajaran.”

vii



	HIGH ACHIEVERS’ PERSPECTIVES ON THE EXISTENCE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF LOVE OF LEARNING
	DECLARATION
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	ABSTRACT
	ABSTRAK
	TABLE OF CONTENT
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF FIGURES
	CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
	1.0 Introduction
	1.1 Background of the Study
	1.2 Problem Statement
	1.3 Research Objectives
	1.4 Research Questions
	1.5 Significance of the Study
	1.6 Limitations
	1.7 Definition of Terms
	1.7.1 Learner
	1.7.2 Learning
	1.7.3 High Achievers
	1.7.4 Love of learning

	1.8 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW
	2.0 Introduction
	2.1 Theories of learning
	2.1.1. Behaviourist theory
	2.1.1 Cognitive theory
	2.1.2 Humanist theory and the love of learning

	2.2 The factors that contribute to the existence of love of learning among students
	2.2.1 Interest
	2.2.2 Intrinsic motivation
	2.2.3 Teachers’ role in triggering the love of learning among students

	2.3 The factors that hinder the existence of love of learning among students
	2.3.1 The standardised education system and national testing

	2.4 The importance of love of learning
	2.4.1 The joy of learning
	2.4.2 Autonomous learning
	2.4.3 Life-long learning

	2.5 Characteristics of Love of Learning
	2.5.1 Attachment to an Outside Object
	2.5.2 Intelligent Care and Concern for the Subject
	2.5.3 Humility/Selflessness
	2.5.4 Longing for Understanding

	2.6 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 3 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	3.0 Introduction
	3.1 Sampling
	3.2 Instrument
	3.2.1 The researcher
	3.2.2 Semi-guided questions

	3.3 Data collection procedures
	3.3.1 Selecting the participants
	3.3.2 Selecting the dates and venues of the interviews
	3.3.3 Establishing good rapport
	3.3.4 Recording the interviews

	3.4 Data analysis
	3.4.1 Organising data
	3.4.2 Transcribing data
	3.4.3 Exploring data
	3.4.4 Describing and developing theme
	3.4.5 Presenting and discussing the finding

	3.5 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 4 PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
	4.0 Introduction
	4.1 Analysis and Presentation of Data
	4.1.1 The Meanings Attached to the Love of Learning from the Perspectives of High Achievers
	4.1.2 High Achievers’ Reasons for Learning
	4.1.3 High Achievers’ Perspectives on the Existence of Love of Learning
	4.1.4 High Achievers’ Perspectives on The Significance of Love of Learning

	4.2 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 5 DISCUSSION, IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	5.0 Introduction
	5.1 Discussion
	5.1.1 Meanings Attached to the Love of Learning
	5.1.2 High Achievers’ Reasons for Learning
	5.1.3 High Achievers’ Perspectives on the Existence of Love of Learning
	5.1.4 High Achievers’ Perspectives on the Significance of Love of Learning

	5.2 Implications
	5.2.1 Literature
	5.2.2 Students
	5.2.3 Education practitioners

	5.3 Recommendations
	5.3.1 Future Research
	5.3.2 Educators
	5.4 Conclusion


	LIST OF REFERENCES
	APPENDICES



