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ABSTRACT

Motivation can be defined as the psychological state that leads an individual to
behave in a certain manner, which drives one to behave like that or makes one
enthusiastic about performing a task. Unmotivated students would not expend the
necessary effort to learn, while motivated student will. Malaysian students are
generally said to be more extrinsically motivated rather than intrinsically motivated.
This study is aimed to determine the level of extrinsic motivation of school students.
The six extrinsic variables are competition dimension, affiliation dimension, social
power dimension, praise dimension token-reward dimension, and marks dimension.
This study involves 100 students from mixture of different age, class and gender. The
sets of questionnaire distributed intended to identify whether these six variables
influence the students’ motivation in learning and which of extrinsic motivators is the
most significant one for the students. The results showed that all the variables
averagely influence the students’ motivation and the variable that influences them the

most is the mark dimension.



il

ABSTRAK

Motivasi boleh ditakrifkan sebagai keadaan psikologikal yang membawa individu
untuk berkelakuan dengan cara tertentu yang juga mendorong seseorang bersemangat
untuk melaksanakan tugas. Pelajar malas tidak akan berusaha belajar, manakala
pelajar bermotivasi pula akan berusaha. Pelajar Malaysia pada amnya dikatakan lebih
bermotivasi secara extrinsik dan bukannya bermotivasi secara intrinsik. Kajian ini
bertujuan untuk menentukan tahap motivasi ekstrinsik pelajar-pelajar sekolah. Enam
pembolehubah ekstrinsik yang ditekankan di dalam kajian ini adalah dimensi
persaingan, dimensi gabungan, dimensi kuasa sosial, dimensi pujian dimensi
ganjaran, dan dimensi markah. Kajian ini melibatkan 100 pelajar dari sebuah sekolah
menengah. Responden terlibat adalah yang berlainan umur, kelas dan jantina. Set soal
selidik yang diagihkan bertujuan untuk mengenal pasti sama ada enam pembolehubah
ini ada mempengaruhi motivasi pelajar dalam pembelajaran atau tidak dan motivasi
ekstrinsik yang manakah adalah yang paling penting untuk pelajar. Hasil kajian
menunjukkan bahawa semua pembolehubah secara purata mempengaruhi motivasi
pelajar dan pembolehubah yang paling mempengaruhi mereka yang adalah dimensi

markah.



	EXTRINSIC MOTIVATION IN SEKOLAH MENENGAH KEBANGSAAN DATO’ SRI AMAR DI RAJA, MUAR
	DECLARATION
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	ABSTRACT
	ABSTRAK
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF FIGURES
	LIST OF TABLES
	CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION
	1.0 Introduction
	1.1 Background of Study
	1.2 Statement of Research Problem
	1.3 Purpose of The Study
	1.4 Research Objectives
	1.5 Research Questions
	1.6 Significance of the Study
	1.7 Limitations of The Study
	1.8 Definition of Terms

	CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW
	2.0 Introduction
	2.1 Overview of Previous Researches
	2.2 Motivation
	2.3 Extrinsic Motivation
	2.3.1 Types of Extrinsic Motivation
	2.3.2 Advantages and Disadvantages of Extrinsic Motivation

	2.4 Maehr’s Theory of Personal Investment
	2.5 Mezirow’s Theory
	2.6 B.F Skinner’s Operant Learning Theory
	2.7 Educators’ Responsibility
	2.8 Insight on Malaysian Education System
	2.9 Conceptual Framework
	2.10 Conclusion

	CHAPTER 3 METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH
	3.0 Introduction
	3.1 The Research Design
	3.2 Population and Samples
	3.3 Research Instrument
	3.3.1 Questionnaire

	3.4 Method of Data Collection
	3.5 Method of Data Analysis

	CHAPTER 4 FINDINGS AND DATA ANALYSIS
	4.0 Introduction
	4.1. Demographic Background
	4.1.1 Gender Distribution
	4.1.2 Age Distribution

	4.2 Findings
	4.2.1 Finding 1: Level of Competition Dimension
	4.2.2 Finding 2: Level of Affiliation Dimension
	4.2.3 Finding 3: Level of Social Power Dimension
	4.2.4 Finding 4: Level of Praise Dimension
	4.2.5 Finding 5: Level of Token-Rewards Dimension
	4.2.6 Finding 6: Level of Marks Dimension

	4.3 Average Means of All Dimensions
	4.4 Level Of Importance Perceived

	CHAPTER 5 FINDINGS DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
	5.0 Introduction
	5.1 Research Question 1: Does Competition Among Students Influence Students’ Motivation?
	5.2 Research Question 2: Does Affiliation Influence Students’ Motivation?
	5.3 Research Question 3: Does Social Power Influence Students’ Motivation?
	5.4 Research Question 4: Does Receiving Praises by Others Influence Students’ Motivation?
	5.5 Research Question 5: Does Receiving Token of Rewards Influence Students’ Motivation?
	5.6 Research Question 6: Do Grades Motivate Students?
	5.7 Research Question 7: Which of These Six Factors Influence Students’ Motivation The Most?
	5.8 Conclusion
	5.9 Recommendations
	5.9.1 Recommendations Based on the Findings
	5.9.2 Recommendations for Future Studies


	REFERENCES
	APPENDIX



