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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Homelessness describes the condition of people without a regular residence. People who are

homeless are most often unable to acquire and maintain regular, safe, secure, and adequate

housing, or lack fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence. Homelessness can be

defined as having no land or shelter. It can be seen as a condition of detachment from society

characterized by the lack of the affiliative bonds that link people into their social structures.

Homelessness carries implications of belonging nowhere rather than simply having nowhere

to sleep. Homelessness involves people who live overcrowded, insecure or substandard

accommodation, those forced into involuntary sharing of shelter, or those subjected to high

levels of noise pollution or infestation. Homeless including the persons who sleep in a public

or private place not designed for use as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings

(Eugene Arthurs, 2008).

There are several characteristics of homeless people. Homeless people are characterized by

poverty but they may not be poorer than the lower echelons of the housed population. Many

homeless people live in households and there are also many children and youth. The number

of such ‘throw-away’ and ‘run-away’ young people is increasing, often related to family

strife, and caused by changes in family structure and unemployment (Nairobi, 2000). Many

homeless people have dependencies on narcotics, inhalants and alcohol. People with physical

and mental illness are over-represented in the homeless population, at least in industrial

countries where information is available. In reality, the homeless often have no job, no




