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ABSTRACT
In English Second Language (ESL) classroom, the use of First Language (LI) is
prohibited as learning in the target language will help students to master the language.
In dealing with low proficiently students, the exposure might be different. However,
in order toprevent these students using LI, the use of code switching is a strategy to
allow teachers to give comprehensible input to students in the class. The main purpose
of this study is to identify the languages used by teachers and students in
communicating in the ESL classroom and to capture the characteristics of code
switching in their discourse. The study aims to identify the types, functions and the
reasons for code switching in Standard Four classrooms. The data of this atudy were
obtained from two sources; (1) audio recordings of English Lesson and (2) interviews
were conducted with the informants. The classes of three teachers with 20 students
from each class were selected for observation and were also chosen as subjects. Data
was then categorized according to types, functions and the reasons for code switching.
The teachers and students used two languages; English and Malay. The finding shows
that most students used inter-sentential switching but teachers frequently used intrasentential switching in their interactions. Teachers mostly used code switching to
reiterate, emphasize and clarify the sentence and code switching was used effectively
in teachers and students interaction. However, it would be more interesting if a bigger
sample to study the patterns of code switching is being examined among higher
learning institution students as to provide wider views on why code switching exists
and its extent.

in

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Praise to allah the Almighty who has given me strength and confidence to confront
any difficult time and to complete this study.
First and foremost, my heartiest gratitude and sincere appreciations to my respecful
supervisor, Prof Madya Dr. Normah Abdullah for her guidance, support and
persistence in assissting me.
For my lovely husband, Muhamad Shukri Mohamad Razali, thank you for your love,
being there supporting me and being patient with my intolerance.
For my beloved family especially Ayah and Ma; Haji Mat Zali bin Ismail and Puan
Hajjah Zariah binti Ali, thank you for all your inspiration and support. For my lovely
siblings, thank you very much for your care and concern.
To all my colleagues, especially Salihah Abdullah and Juliana Mohd Nor, for taking
time off their work to help me in my time of greatest need. Thank you for your
advices and support to inspire me to finish this study.
To everybody who directly or indirectly involved in this study, thank you so much for
your time and cooperation. May god bless all of you forever.

IV

