


Candidate's Declaration 

I declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations 

of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and is the result of my own work, unless 

otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not been 

submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any other 

degree or qualification. 

In the event that my thesis is found to violate the conditions mentioned above, I 

voluntarily waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree to be subjected to 

the disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. 

Name of Candidate 
Candidate's ID No. 
Programme 
Faculty 
Thesis Title 

NUR AZYAN SHALIHAH MOHD SHAFEE 
881002115112 

ED770 
Education 
Teachers Readiness in the Implementation of Teaching 
Reading through the Phonics Approach in ESL 
Classroom. 

ignature of C a u d a t e 

Date: %i TMM >©\3> 

i 



The Supervisor approves this academic exercise of Nur Azyan Shalihah binti Mohd 

Shafee (2011271532) submitted to the Faculty of Education, 2013. 

P.M D^(t)u Bakar Hj. Ibrahim 

Date: Sftftf^fi 

ii 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, and the Most Merciful. 

Alhamdulillah, all praises to ^ <̂  1* J j ^ - ^ •*> for bestowing me good health and 

perseverance in the process of completing the study. 

Special appreciation goes to my supervisor, Associate Professor Dr. Abu Bakar Hj. 

Ibrahim for the tremendous support, patience and guidance in completing the 

dissertation. I thank you for not giving up on me and I thank you for all the efforts 

that you have given me throughout the journey. 

To my backbone throughout the journey in life; the biggest supporters, especially my 

parents Ayahanda Mohd Shafee bin A. Bakar and Bonda Fatimahwati bt. Salleh. 

Thank you so much for always being beside me, raising and guiding me to be who I 

am now. To the siblings who always provide cheers for me through thick and thin; 

Khairul Azwan, Khairul Azmir, Khairul Azrie and Khairul Azeem. I hope this will be 

an inspiration to all of you in pursuing your path in getting more knowledge in future. 

To the forever clan G-20 (2001 and counting-), thank you for all the laugher and 

support that all of you have given me. Life would not be the same without you guys. 

To the fan supports- i=| ?Nlr, Nurjahan (6002), Moleqre & Ju Aini, thank you for the 

unconditional help from you guys, I do appreciate it very much. 

To the comrades- Najmiyyah, thank you for being the grammar 'Nazi', Hardiana, 

thank you for being my last minute partner in crime and stayed with me till the end of 

the submission. To Kak G, Nazratul, Syikri, K. Nor, thank you for being the 

companion for these entire 2 years journey to Kuala Terengganu back and forth upon 

completing our M.Ed TESL. Without you guys, the 'roti canai5 would not taste the 

same. 

I sincerely and humbly express my thank you to all people who have helped me in this 

journey in completing this dissertation. 

"I can no other answer make, but, thanks and thanks." -William Shakespeare-

iii 



Abstract 

This study aimed to investigate English teachers' readiness in implementing teaching 

reading through phonics approach as has been outlined in the new KSSR Syllabus. 

Utilising a quantitative and qualitative research design, 28 English teachers from several 

schools in Dungun, Terengganu were chosen as respondents for the study. Four research 

objectives for the study were (i) English teachers' knowledge and understanding on 

phonics approach, (ii) English teachers' perception on students' knowledge and ability in 

phonics in the teaching of reading through phonics approach, (iii) English teachers' 

challenges in teaching reading through phonics approach in early reading and (iv) 

suggestion in implementing teaching English reading through phonics approach. Two 

instruments namely Teacher Knowledge Assessment: Structure of Language (TKA:SL) 

questionnaire adapted from Mather, Bos & Babur (2001) and Teacher Perceptions 

towards Early Reading and Spelling (TPERS) Deford (1985) were used for the study. In 

addition, semi-structured interview were conducted in getting further information from 

the teachers. The findings of the study showed that (i) the teachers have moderate level of 

knowledge and understanding in teaching reading through phonic approach (ii) it is also 

revealed that phonological awareness knowledge and spelling skills are important for the 

emergent readers. Based on the study, it can be concluded that English teachers' 

knowledge and understanding in teaching reading through phonics approach is 

inadequate. As phonics approach is something new to them, more time is needed in fully 

equipped the teachers with useful knowledge, information, skills as well as understanding 

on the approach 
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