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ABSTRACT 

In particular, the study was designed to investigate and explore rural upper secondary students' 
attitudes towards learning English as a second language with regards to the contents of the 
attitude, context and individual variable in Sarawak. In addition, the study also sought to explore 
the relative significance of the language attitudes thus identified. Mixed- method was chosen 
with the implementation of cross-sectional survey and semi structured interviews. Cluster 
sampling set out with a total of 70 Form 4 students from 3 selected rural secondary schools in 
Sarawak. Data obtained was analysed by using SPSS software while the interviews were 
transcribed to refine the findings. The findings from this study indicated that the students have an 
excellent knowledge on the importance of English language even though they agreed that their 
mother tongue/ first language interfere when they speak English. In addition, study also 
discovered the relative significance of the language attitudes thus identified as the result 
indicated that the irregular use of English also related to the uncertainty of the thoughts about 
learning English as a second language 

Keywords: Attitude; Rural; Upper secondary students; ESL 

iv 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

To acknowledge others' deed is indeed a virtue. Therefore, I would like to thank all those who 
helped me with the production of this dissertation. First and foremost, I would like to express my 
gratitude to Allah S.W.T for giving me the ability, courage, health, knowledge, and sincerity 
throughout completing this dissertation. 

Secondly, I would like to thank my parents, family, lecturers, colleagues, and friends particularly 
for their understanding and patience towards me all this while. The advice given to me was very 
helpful and thoughtful. 

Many thanks to my supervisor, Dr Baljinder Singh, his encouragement and motivation gave me 
the strength and mettle needed in completing my dissertation. The knowledge delivered to me is 
very sincere as well as his consideration on keeping up with me. He was not only provided 
support when I needed, but also challenge for me to think and write from an entirely different 
perspective. Not forgetting my former lectures who have guided me through the process of 
developing and writing my research proposal. 

Not forgotten my questionnaire reviewers, Madam Lee Choi Jin, Miss Lily Dripin and Miss Sei 
Sed Fong and as well as my supportive respondents who have contributed data for this research. 
May God bless and ease our journey. 

v 


