
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

THE APPLICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 
IN GRANTING PLANNING APPROVAL AT LOCAL AUTHORITIES     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HASNIZAM AB DULHAMID  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for           
       the degree of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT  
 

 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, PLANNING AND SURVEYING  
MAY 2011 



CANDIDATE DECLARATION  
 
 

I declare that the work in this dissertation was carried out in accordance with the 

regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA. It is original and the result of my work, 

unless otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This dissertation 

has not been submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic                  

institution for any other degree or qualification.  

 

In the event that my dissertation be found to violate the conditions mentioned                 

above, I voluntary waive the right of conferment of my degree and agree to be 

subjected to the disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknologi MARA.  

 

 

Name of Candidate  : HASNIZAM BIN AB DULHAMID  

 

Candidate ID. No.  : 2010427436 

 

Programme Code   : MSc. In Urban Development and Management  

 

Faculty    : Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying  

 

 

THE APPLICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 
IN GRANTING PLANNING APPROVAL AT LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

 
 
Signature of Candidate :………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date    :………………………………………………………………. 

   



 i 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
 

Bismillahirahmanirrahim 

 
Alhamdulillah, I am greatful to Allah swt because with His consent and mercy, I am 

able to complete this thesis within the specified time frame. First and foremost, I am 

indebted to my supervisior, Profesor Dato’ Dr. Abdullah Mohamad Said who provided 

me with invaluable guidance throughout the course of this research. Thank you for 

the constructive and diplomatic criticism. My appreciation is also addressed to the 

Coordinatoor Program Tuan Syed Mohd Hassan bin Syed Subli, coordinator 

dissertation Assoc. Prof Wan Mohamed Yusoff bin Abdullah, and also the lecturers at 

the Town and Regional Planning, Universiti Teknologi MARA Shah Alam for their 

help and support.  

 

My deepest affection and gratitude is reserved for my parents and my family who 

have been the constant source of my inspiration in completing this thesis and to 

whom, this piece of work is dedicated.  

 

This research would not have been made possible without the cooperation from the 

Perak State Department of Environment (DOE). I would like to thank all the staff of 

the Perak State DOE office, especially the environmental control assistant officer 

Puan Hazelina Mohd Ali for her help and hospitality during my frequent visits to their 

office and also I would like record my appreciation to Kuala Kangsar Municipal 

Council, Taiping Municipal Council and Ipoh Municipal Council officers to be 

interviewed. Many thanks go to all their officers for their positive response during the 

interviews.    

 

Finally, my deepest appreciation to a number of people who have provided 

invaluable help in the preparation of this thesis and I would like to acknowledge their 

assistance. Thank you all.  



 ii

ABSTRACT 
 
 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), the subject of this study, has been in 
operation in Malaysia form more than two decades as the Environmental Quality 
(Prescribed Activities) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Order 1987 was formally 
introduced in April 1988. The EIA Malaysia procedure identifies two parties that are 
responsible to grant approval for development or project proposals, namely the State 
Planning and Development Committee and the National Industrial Development 
Committee, depending on the types of the development proposals. On the other 
hand, EIA must also be utilized in the approval of project design and in the process of 
issuing licenses and permits by various government agencies including the process 
of granting the planning approval at Local Authorities. However, to date there is no 
research conducted on the application of EIA in granting the planning approval. The 
purpose of this study is to examine the utilization of Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) in granting the planning approval at Local Authorities. The 
research involved three Local Authorities in Perak State as case studies. This 
research also provides the proposals to improve the application of EIA in granting the 
planning approval.  
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