
Arab Students' Beliefs About Using English Language 

BY 
MAYSON BADAR ATOMI 

2010217928 

A project paper submitted to 

FACULTY OF EDUCATION 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 

In partial fulfillment of the requirement for 

the Degree of Masters in Education 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA 

February 2012 



AUTHOR'S DECLARATION 

I declare that the work in this thesis was carried out in accordance with the regulations 
of Universiti Teknoiogi MARA. It is original and is the result of my own work, unless 
otherwise indicated or acknowledged as referenced work. This thesis has not been 
submitted to any other academic institution or non-academic institution for any other 
degree or qualification. 

In the event that my thesis is found to violate the condition mentioned above, I 
voluntarily waive the right of conferment of this degree and agree to be subjected to 
the disciplinary rules and regulations of Universiti Teknoiogi MARA. 

Name of Student : Mayson Badar Atomi 

ID No : 2010217928 

Programme : ED720 

Faculty : Education 

Thesis Title : Arab Students' Beliefs About Using English Language 

Signature of Student: 

Date : February 2012 

II 



DEDICATION 

To the light of my eyes who taught me the meaning of life... 

My father, Badar & my mother, Salma 

My beloved husband, Tariq 

My lovely children, Nusaiba & Hassan 

To my joy & happiness ... 

My sisters, Magouda and Manal 

My brothers, Mohaned and Mohammed 

My father-in-law and mother-in-law 

I love you all for what you have done for me ... 

For the love and support you have given me to finish another chapter of my life ... 

Ill 



ABSTRACT 

English is a language that relishes a prestigious status in many countries and it is clear 
that English language has become more dominant around the world. This study aims 
to identify Arab students' beliefs about using English language, to identify the 
language skills that Arab students find difficult to learn and to understand the 
environmental factors that hinder the students from using the language in teaching and 
learning interaction and how they overcome these obstacles. It also aims to examine 
whether there is a difference between students' beliefs, difficulty in the different 
language skills, factors that hinder students from using the language in teaching and 
learning interaction, and their proficiency level in English language. A questionnaire 
was the main research tool; some of the items have been adapted from "Beliefs about 
Language Learning Inventory (BALLI)" (Horwitz, 1987). 60 Arab university students 
from different areas of study were selected from seven Malaysian universities. Data 
gathered in the study have been analyzed statistically; standard deviation and one way 
ANOVA were used to examine significant differences between students' beliefs about 
language learning and their proficiency level. Qualitative data of the study has been 
converted into numerical data for analysis purposes. The findings indicate that Arab 
students' beliefs about using English language are quiet similar regardless of their 
level of proficiency as they face similar problems and difficulties in using English 
language. The study has served as a useful reminder that English language proficiency 
does not affect learners' beliefs about language learning and problems and difficulties 
faced in learning the English language. 
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